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GENETICS AND NEW ZEALAND’S 
HIGHEST BEEF EQ RATES 



MOUNT LINTON BREEDING 
OBJECTIVES

• BREED CATTLE THAT LOWER THE COST OF PRODUCTION
• MATERNAL EFFICIENCY AND FERTILITY
• DTC
• THE ROLE OF FAT AND EMA
• MATURE PATTERN
• GROWTH , MUSCLING





ECONOMICS OF BEEF EQ 
RESERVE GRADE

• BEEF EQ 
PREMIUM.25c/kg

•300kg CWT $75/ HEAD

• 70% HIT RATE 1350   
ANIMALS

• $68,000 LAST YEAR

• RESERVE GRADE

• 6 CRITERIA



CARCASS QUALITY GENETICS

• AUSTRALIA

• RENNYLEA

• TAKES TIME



MATCHING EBVS TO BEEF EQ



EBVS FOR BEEF EQ

• IMF

• 400 & 600D GROWTH

• RIB AND RUMP FAT

• EMA



CHALLENGES TO HIT RATES

• MARBLING

• PH - MEAT COLOUR
• OSSIFICATION

• FAT COLOUR
• DOCILITY



IMF- HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH?

• HISTORICALLY	
  EBV	
  2.5-­‐3.5

• 3	
  DISQUALIFIED	
  8+
• HEIFER	
  IN	
  SO	
  LAST	
  YEAR	
  	
  
7	
  AT	
  17M

• LAST	
  2	
  YEARS	
  EBV	
  3.5-­‐6
• WHERE	
  TO	
  FROM	
  HERE?



ANGUS PURE INDEX - RELEVANCE 
TO BEEF EQ

• STRONG GROWTH 4-600d

• EARLY MATURITY

• MARBLING 

• LOW MCWT



MANAGEMENT TO MAXIMISE 
GENETIC POTENTIAL

• MINIMISE	
  STRESS

• WALK	
  TO	
  THE	
  YARDS

• NO	
  HUNTAWAYS

• NIGHT	
  BEFORE

• LOADING



NUTRITION AND HIT RATES -
BEEF EQ

• 66% OFF GRASS AT 17 
MONTHS

• 86% OFF BEET AT 50 DAYS

• 93% OFF BEET AT 80 DAYS

• CWT EMPTY 54-56% YIELD

• CWT PLANT 58% YIELD



KEY MESSAGES

• NO SUBSTITUTE FOR 
FERTILITY

• SCAN REPLACEMENTS 

• GENETICS

• NUTRITION 

• MANAGEMENT



Thank you.


