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Since 2016, there has been 86 bulls tested in B+LNZ Genetics Dairy Beef
Progeny Test (DBPT) and some top bulls have been identified. These
bulls are well suited for mating with dairy cows, based on birth weight
and gestation length, while still producing calves that offer more value
for the beef finisher.
The progeny test measures Birth Weight of the calf, Gestation Length from AI mating,
whether cows have required calving assistance and the days for the calf to grow to a
weaning weight of 90kg on the dairy farm. Weaned calves are moved to the finishing farm
where they are grazed in large groups under commercial farming conditions. Live weights
are recorded throughout their life and carcase traits are recorded at processing.
Birth Weight
Based on industry data, bulls with Birth Weight of 36kg or less produce calves that are similar
to, or lighter than, those produced by an average Friesian bull when bred over crossbred
cows. All sires in the programme were on the lighter half of their breed for the Birth Weight
EBV. Average birth weights per sire ranged from 32.2kg to 44.1kg. This indicates there is risk
of very heavy calves at birth when using unrecorded bulls because these could lie in the
heavy half of the breed.
Gestation length
The average Gestation Length of the bulls was 281 days, slightly better than the dairy breed
average of 282 days. The bull with the shortest Gestation Length in the progeny test shaved
5 days off the dairy average, coming in at 277 days, while the bull with the longest
Gestation Length had an average of 289 days. Bull selection has a big impact on Gestation
Length and therefore, on days in milk for the dairy cow. Shorter gestation in bulls used for
mating later in the season also helps cows calve earlier the following season, and may
increase the likelihood of them staying in the herd.
Cohort 3 and Cohort 4 results
Calves in the third cohort have been weighed up to 10 months of age, so an early
“yearling” weight is presented. There was a range of 56kg between the best and worst bull
for yearling weight; at $3 per kg liveweight, this is a difference of $168 of value. There were
23 sires (27%) that produced calves lighter than average at birth and heavier than average
at yearling weight.
Calves from the fourth cohort are being born at Renown now, in spring 2019. Results from
these sires will be added to the dataset as they come to hand. A fifth mating with new bulls
will take place in October 2019.
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The top 5 all-round dairy-beef bulls
AB Code

Sire

Breed

n

Birth
Weight (kg)

Gestation
Length (d)

Yearling
Weight (kg)

717054

RISSINGTON C200

Angus

35

32.2

278.7

270

717133

STABILIZER 165303

Stabilizer

33

34.0

278.9

271

717117

GLENSIDE CRUMPY

Simmental

36

35.7

279.3

272

717113

BLUESTONE 160022

Hereford

28

35.7

279.9

266

717121

ARDO AJAX 5014

Hereford

37

32.7

281.3

267

Average of progeny-tested bulls

37.1

281.3

263

Range of progeny-tested bulls

32.2 – 44.1

276.8 – 289.1

237 - 293

These 5 bulls are well suited for dairy cow mating with Birth Weight below 36kg and
Gestation Length shorter than 282 days. They are also a great option for dairy beef calf
finishers with above average Yearling Weights. Interestingly, the project is identifying
suitable bulls from a variety of breeds providing more choices for dairy farmers and beef
finishers. Identifying more bulls like these is an ongoing objective for this project.
Note: Shalom Waigroup 319/07 (Angus) also met the performance criteria, but had
relatively few progeny (because he was used at Limestone Downs with a different
objective where fewer progeny per sire were required). Further progeny from this sire will be
generated in the coming mating.

Understanding the Sire Report
This listing provides an indication of how the sires are performing within the DBPT and can’t
be directly compared against BREEDPLAN EBVs. For selection purposes it is strongly advised
that BREEDPLAN EBVs and selection indexes be used primarily. They are the highest
accuracy information to use in selection as they consider all available industry data. They
also account for information from all known relatives and genetic correlations between
traits as well as being able to be compared across cohorts and the breed population.
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Interpreting the progeny performance listing
Trait = The average performance of sires’ progeny. This is calculated using a least square
means (LSM) model which adjusts calving traits for herd, sex of calf and year, and rearing
traits for management group and age of calf based on actual birth date.
Trait

Unit

Definition

Ideal

Birth
Weight

Kg

Weight at birth recorded on
steer and heifer progeny

Less than 36kg (Friesian average)

Gestation
Length

Days

Number of days from
insemination until calving

Less than 282 days (Friesian average)

Yearling
weight

Kg

Weight at 10-12 months
recorded on steer and heifer
progeny

Heavier than 263kg (Cohort average)

Bars = A visual expression of the average value for that sire. A larger Birth Weight or longer
Gestation Length will have a longer green bar. Note: shorter green bars are more
favourable. Whereas, a larger Yearling Weight will have a longer blue bar and is more
favourable.
Highlighted cells
Acceptable average Birth Weight (less than 36kg) and Gestation Length (less than 282
days) are highlighted pale green. Above average growth to Yearling Weights (greater than
263kg) are highlighted pale blue.

For example: 715061 Blue Mountain Brillianz O5 in the table above has good results for
Gestation Length and Yearling Weight (cells highlighted pale green and pale blue).
Birth weight is not highlighted as it is heavier than the Friesian average (36kg).
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Summary of adjusted progeny averages
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Summary of adjusted progeny averages
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