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This publication is made possible by sheep and beef farmer investment in the industry. Beef + Lamb New Zealand Genetics is not liable for any 
damage suffered as a result of reliance on the information contained in this document. Any reproduction is welcome with consent from B+LNZ 
Genetics and that the source is acknowledged. The content published must fairly and reasonably reflect the report or result as a whole, and  
not be misleading or deceptive in any way. Content should be stated to be an extract only and does not purport to be the full report or results. 
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Introduction
 
This report provides an update on the traits recorded for all cohorts in the original Beef Progeny Test (2014-2019 matings) and includes measurements 
collected on progeny in the INZB across-breed Progeny Test – reporting on sires used up until the 2021 mating, with all available data included.  

Now in its fourth year, the across-breed BPT continues to gain momentum with over 50 bulls nominated as sires for use in the 2023-mating season. This 
was the highest number of bull nominations since the across-breed Beef Progeny Test (BPT) was launched in 2020. 

Data is collected from conception throughout the animal’s life and the test now has processing data from calves born into the programme and 
reproductive data from heifers born in 2021. 
 

Acknowledgements  

Progeny Test properties: Whangara Farms (Gisborne), Pamu’s Rangitaiki Station (Taupo), the Black family’s Mendip Hills Station (North Canterbury), Lone 
Star Farms’ Caberfeidh Station, (South Canterbury) and Tautane Station (Herbertville), Pāmu’s Kepler farm and Rimanui Farm’s Lochinver Station. 

Project co-funders: Beef + Lamb New Zealand, Ministry for Primary Industries through its Sustainable Food and Fibre Futures fund and The NZ Meat Board.  

Industry partners: AbacusBio, Beef Breed Societies, Craig Foote of Breedtech Services and Silver Fern Farms. 

Participating herds: Thank you to the numerous bull owners and contributors that have supported the Progeny Test. For a list of sires in each cohort, 
including copies of earlier reports, please visit our website: www.blnzgenetics.com/progeny-tests  

 
Contact 

Anna Vaughan, Genetics Operations Specialist – Beef: 
Beef + Lamb New Zealand Genetics 
Email: anna.vaughan@blnzgenetics.com 

http://www.blnzgenetics.com/progeny-tests
mailto:anna.vaughan@blnzgenetics.com
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Background
 
What is the Beef Progeny Test? 

The Beef Progeny Test (BPT) compares bulls under New Zealand 
commercial farming conditions. It was established in 2014 on five large 
properties across New Zealand. The last mating was in 2019 with final 
measurements collected in 2023 on three properties – Whangara 
Farms, Pamu’s Rangitaiki Station and Mendip Hills Station. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steers were assessed on their finishing performance and carcase traits, 
while replacement heifers were tracked for their maternal 
characteristics. 

Some bulls were included to provide genetic links to other 
programmes, where carcase data is being collected (e.g. the 
Australian Angus Sire Benchmark Programme, Hereford Progeny Test, 
Angus Sire Alliance and the B+LNZ Genetics Dairy Beef Progeny Test).  

Please see our website for copies of past reports 
https://www.blnzgenetics.com/progeny-tests/beef-progeny-tests 

 
 
Introducing the INZB across-breed Beef Progeny Test 

The across-breed BPT is a component of the Informing NZ Beef (INZB) 
programme and builds on data gathered from the original BPT.  
It has been run at Pāmu’s Kepler farm (Te Anau) since its first mating in 
2020. A North Island-based site at Lochinver Station, (Rangitaiki Plains) 
was included in 2022. 

 

The programme is fundamental to a multi-breed evaluation, linking 
different breeds and using New Zealand-collected data to accurately 
estimate hybrid vigour. At Kepler, Angus and Hereford cows are run 
side-by-side with crosses undertaken both ways. The same Angus and 
Hereford bulls used at Kepler are used at Lochinver. Simmental sires 
have also been added to the mix at Lochinver (across Angus cows).  

The Test retains pure-bred and first-cross heifer progeny (as 
commercially viable), evaluating them under natural service for at 
least their first two matings. Trait measurements collected are similar to 
the original BPT programme.  

https://www.blnzgenetics.com/progeny-tests/beef-progeny-tests
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Understanding the sire report 
 
This report provides an indication on how sires are performing within the Beef Progeny Test and can’t be directly compared against 
BREEDPLAN EBVs, or EBVs from other evaluations. For selection purposes, it is strongly advised that BREEDPLAN or other evaluation EBVs and 
selection indexes be used.  

Trait values and rankings 

The progeny averages and rank are displayed for each trait.  If there 
are no values displayed, progeny have not yet been recorded for that 
trait, or not enough progeny of that sire were recorded for the result to 
be reliable. 

In most cases, higher-ranked sires have a higher value. E.g the top-
ranked sire for Weaning Weight has the heaviest weight. For the 
Ossification trait, lower values are better as they indicate younger 
physiological maturity at slaughter. Therefore, the top-ranked sire for 
Ossification has the smallest value. See appendix for trait definitions. 

When reviewing rankings, it is important to take into account the 
corresponding value figure as the difference between rankings may be 
minimal. E.g. in the example table provided on the next page, there is 
only a 0.6kg difference between bulls ranked 131 and 141 for 18-month 
Weight.  

Some additional traits are recorded in the trial but not included in the 
sire report because the trait showed very little sire variation, i.e. - it is not 
under significant genetic control. These traits include pH, fat colour and 
meat colour. 

Interpreting the tables 

The report is grouped into three sections – growth traits, ultrasound 
muscle scanning traits and carcase quality traits (processing data). 
Within the tables, the sires have been listed in ascending order by FIRST 
YEAR (progeny born), then alphabetically by BREED, then BULL NAME. 

Bull Name and Animal ID: Both the registered bull name and Animal 
Identification number have been provided to help identify and search 
bulls on their relevant databases. 

Progeny Born - (First Year/Last Year): refers to the first year and last year 
that progeny have been born to the sire and indicates if a sire has been 
used in more than one mating (sires are often used in multiple matings 
to provide linkage across years).  It provides context when reviewing the 
number of recorded progeny. E.g. Sires with fewer progeny may have 
only been used in one mating.   
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Interpreting the table 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trait values = The average performance of a sires’ 
progeny. Values are calculated after adjusting for 
herd, management group, age of dam and age of 
animal (based on estimated conception date). 

Trait rank = The ranking position of each sire 
for a particular trait, based on the number 
of bulls that have progeny measured for 
that trait. Rank 1 = the top-ranked sire. 

Total Bulls = The number of bulls that 
have progeny measured for the trait.  

Progeny (N): Number of recorded progeny (both sexes) by 
each sire. Excluding single animal contemporary groups and 
heifer progeny for carcase results. (except terminal heifers). 

Bull Name / Animal ID = The name of the sire 
and it’s Animal Identification number.   
 

Progeny Born = The first year and last year 
that progeny has been born to the sire. 
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Beef Progeny Test 
Sire Report for Cohorts 1-5 | September 2020 

Cohorts 1 and 2: inclusive of growth, ultrasound scanning and carcase trait data 
Cohort 3 and 4: inclusive of growth and ultrasound scanning trait data 
Cohort 5: inclusive of weaning weight trait data 

Results 
 

 Table one: Summary of adjusted progeny averages for growth traits. 
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** Indicates 2020 link sires used for the first mating of the across-breed Progeny Test – i.e used in both the original BPT and as a link sire to the across-breed BPT. 
The sires coloured blue are Cohort 2 sires (2021 mating) at Kepler Farm. 

Note: Some sires have been removed the report as there was not enough progeny recorded from that sire for the result to be reliable. 
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Results 
 

Table Two: Summary of adjusted progeny averages for ultrasound muscle scanning traits. 
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** Indicates 2020 link sires used for the first mating of the across-breed Progeny Test – i.e used in both the original BPT and as a link sire to the across-breed BPT. 
The sires coloured blue are Cohort 2 sires (2021 mating) at Kepler Farm. 

Note: Some sires have been removed the report as there was not enough progeny recorded from that sire for the result to be reliable. 
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Results 
 
Table Three: Summary of adjusted progeny averages for carcase quality traits (processing data). 
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** Indicates 2020 link sires used for the first mating of the across-breed Progeny Test – i.e used in both the original BPT and as a link sire to the across-breed BPT. 
The sires coloured blue are Cohort 2 sires (2021 mating) at Kepler Farm. 

Note: Some sires have been removed the report as there was not enough progeny recorded from that sire for the result to be reliable. 
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Appendix 
 

Trait Definitions 

400 Day Weight (kg)  Weight at 400 days recorded on steer and heifer progeny. Higher values indicate more weight.   

200 Day Weight (kg)  Weight at 200 days of age recorded on steer and heifer progeny. Higher values indicate more weight. 

600 Day Weight (kg)  Weight at 600 days recorded on steer and heifer progeny. Higher values indicate more weight.  

Eye Muscle Area (cm2)  Abbreviated as EMA. Area of Eye Muscle as captured at the 12th/13th rib site from ultrasound scanning in both steer and heifer 
progeny at 18 months of age. Higher values indicate larger eye muscle area. 

Rib Fat (mm)  Rib Fat captured at the 12th/13th rib site from ultrasound scanning in both steer and heifer progeny at 18 months of age. Higher 
values indicate more fat over the ribs. 

Rump Fat (mm)  Rump Fat captured at the P8 site from ultrasound scanning both steer and heifer progeny at 18 months of age.  

Intramuscular Fat (%)  Abbreviated as IMF. Intramuscular Fat captured at the 12th/13th rib site from ultrasound scanning both steer and heifer progeny 
at 18 months of age. Higher values indicate more intramuscular fat, which is related to marbling. 

Carcase Weight (kg)  Weight of the hot carcase at slaughter recorded on steer progeny and terminal heifers. Higher values indicate a heavier 
carcase weight.  

Dressing %  

Calculated by dividing the carcase weight by the on-farm liveweight of the animal prior to transport and expressing the result 
as a percentage. This percentage represents the meat and skeletal portion of an animal compared to its live weight.  It is 
different from previous reports where we used the plant liveweight (as this was no longer available on all animals) and the 
average percentage will be lower as it now includes additional gut-fill loss during transport and lairage. 

Marbling  

Marble score recorded by Silver Fern Farms BeefEQ graders in the chiller on steer progeny and terminal heifers using the Meat 
Standards Australia (MSA) scale. Higher values indicate more marbling in the carcase.  100 points on the MSA scale is equivalent 
to 1 Marble score on the AusMeat scale, with a 300 MSA score being equivalent to AusMeat Marble Score 1(and 400 MSA score 
equivalent to AusMeat Marble Score 2, etc).  

Ossification  Ossification score recorded by Silver Fern Farms Beef EQ graders in the chiller on steer progeny and terminal heifers. Lower 
values are better as they indicate younger physiological maturity at slaughter. 

Fat depth (mm)  Subcutaneous fat measurement at the 12th/13th rib site recorded by Silver Fern Farms Beef EQ graders in the chiller on steer 
progeny and terminal heifers. Higher values indicate more fat over the ribs. 
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